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Large and Small Grants 

The Bristol Community Energy Fund is a Bristol City Council initiative with seed 
funding from the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC). Bristol City 
Council is working with Quartet Community Foundation to administer the 
grants as well as the Bristol Energy Network to provide support and guidance 
to prospective applicants to the Fund. 

What is Quartet Community Foundation? 
Quartet Community Foundation manages funding on behalf of individuals, companies, 
charitable trusts and statutory agencies. This enables us to make grants to charitable groups 
in the West of England. We have a number of grant programmes to which groups can apply, 
the Bristol Community Energy Fund Small and Large Grants Programme is one. 

What is Bristol Energy Network? 
Bristol Energy Network (BEN) is an umbrella organisation for individuals and community 
groups with an interest in energy in Bristol and the surrounding area. BEN supports its 
members by sharing news and information, bringing groups together to share skills and 
resources, organising training, engaging in community outreach, providing guidance and 
support. All groups and individuals interested in energy are encouraged to join the network 
to work together towards a just, sustainable energy system. BEN will be offering support 
and advice to prospective applicants to the Bristol Community Energy Fund. Contact details 
can be found at the end of this Guidance document. 
 
Before applying 
Please read these guidelines carefully and also the ‘Before Applying (Essential Information)’ 
section on the Quartet Community Foundation website. If you have any questions about 
applying or need help developing your project ideas, please see the contact details at the 
end of this Guidance document. 

What is the Bristol Community Energy Fund Small and Large Grants 
Programme? 
The grant programme supports activities with one of the following three main aims: 

• To support local people to reduce their energy use (e.g. their use of electricity or gas) 
• To support local people in moving toward a cleaner renewable sources of energy 
• To support local people to take measures that ensure they can afford to meet their 

energy needs 

The grant programme can support all costs relating to your project or activity, including: 
core costs (e.g. staff (See FAQ’s), office costs), project costs (e.g. venue hire, project worker) 
and capital costs (can support the cost of a renewable installation). 
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Who can apply? 
The Bristol Community Energy Fund Small and Large Grants are open to all groups or 
projects across the City of Bristol who would like to carry out an energy related project. It is 
particularly targeted at small organisations with charitable aims that are based and working 
in the Bristol area. We welcome applications from community groups who have not been 
involved in energy projects. You do not have to be an energy or environmental group. 

When considering applications from energy or environmental groups, the grant programme 
will prioritise funding groups, or organisations that are working in partnership with groups 
led by the communities that are most affected by energy issues, such as fuel poverty, or 
those groups who are underrepresented in the energy movement, e.g. older people, young 
people, lower income, disabled people, BME and migrant communities. Any resources 
bought for a project in conjunction with a community group will remain the property of the 
community group in question. We request that any communication materials used as part 
of your group’s project/activity must be accessible to disabled individuals. A list of 
community-led groups is available on the VOSCUR website: 
http://www.voscur.org/civicrm/profile?reset=1&gid=4  

If your group doesn't have a constitution or bank account in the name of your group, you 
will need to provide details of a sponsor organisation that has both of these and has agreed 
to receive and administer the funds for you. Your sponsor will be accountable for your grant 
and will need to agree to the grant conditions should your application be successful.  

In the event of a group or organisation sponsoring more than one unconstituted group, the 
sponsor can request a fee to cover their costs of doing so. This MUST be detailed in the cost 
breakdown of the project and be deducted from the total that the group is requesting. 
Please contact Thando Harney at the Bristol Energy Network for further information on the 
responsibilities of being a sponsor thando@bristolenergynetwork.org  07871 791 662 

Partnerships guidance 
When assessing applications for partnerships we will be looking for evidence that it is a 
genuine partnership. Factors we will look at include: 

1.            Whether the application has been jointly submitted (there will always be the need 
for a lead group on the application form, but you must demonstrate clearly in the questions 
provided how this is a joint application.) 

2.            Evidence that the project idea was jointly developed 

3.            Demonstrate meaningful leadership and control over project development delivery 
by the particular community partner. However, we expect projects that primarily affect a 
particular community to be led by that community, for example, a project that aims to give 
advice to disabled people should be developed and led by disabled people, potentially with 
support from another group if needed. 

4.            How the budget is shared between the partner organisations involved 

http://www.voscur.org/content/equalities-0
http://www.voscur.org/content/equalities-0
http://www.voscur.org/civicrm/profile?reset=1&gid=4
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We will contact any organisations listed in the application as partners to check that it is a 
genuine partnership. 

Innovation 
The Bristol Community Energy Fund aims to bring the energy conversation to a wider 
audience across Bristol and stimulate new projects across the city. We want to see a wide 
variety of innovative projects coming forward to this fund. This maybe a new idea, a pilot 
project or a different way of doing something that has already been done before. This is not 
to say an established project that fits with the core aims of the fund could not be funded, 
but innovative projects will be prioritised. 

How much do we award? 
The Bristol Community Energy Fund has a small grants and large grant programme. 

The maximum amount awarded from the Bristol Community Energy Large Grants 
Programme is £10,000. 

The maximum amount awarded from the Bristol Community Energy Small Grants 
Programme is £2,000. Groups/organisations applying for this grant amount must not have 
an annual income exceeding £250,000. 

This grant programme can part fund larger projects (with a cost greater than what they have 
applied for), but applicants must be able to demonstrate that the grant will fund a 
significant proportion of the project. 

Examples of projects/activities 
• The installation of energy efficiency measures in community buildings - note that all 

applications for this type of project must include education/awareness campaign for 
the community about the energy efficiency measure - for example, how they could 
do something similar in their home or other community building 

• Helping people to lower and manage their bills, including debts to energy providers 
and switching energy providers 

• Providing advice and support to enable low income or disadvantaged households to 
carry out home improvements to make their home more energy efficient 

• Providing information, advice and materials (e.g. insulation kits, survey equipment) 
to make community buildings more energy efficient 

• Bulk buying schemes for items including low energy light bulbs or draught proofing 
material for low income or disadvantaged households in your community 

• Providing information and advice about renewable energy 
• Training and materials to construct small scale renewables (e.g. making your own 

solar panels) 
• Capital cost of renewable technologies that form the basis of research projects 

(note, due to State Aid regulations, recipients of this grant will not be able to apply 
for the Feed in Tariff/other subsidy mechanism on the particular renewable 
installation that has been funded. The grant is also not available to projects who 
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have/will apply to the Bristol City Council Bristol Community Energy Loan Fund which 
is being administered by the Centre of Sustainable Energy) 

 

For some examples of projects that have already been funded by the Bristol Community 
Energy Fund, have a look here: http://bit.ly/1XCnnOB  

What we don’t fund 

All projects MUST be energy related 

• Individuals 
• General appeals 
• The direct replacement of statutory funding 
• Political groups or activities promoting political beliefs 
• Activities promoting religious beliefs 
• Animal welfare 
• Arts projects with no significant community or charitable element 
• Sports projects with no community or charitable element 
• Medical research, equipment or treatment 
• Projects that take place before an application can be processed 
• Activities that raise funds for other organisations 
• Energy efficiency works in Bristol City Council owned buildings (See FAQ’s) 

• Please refer to the FAQ document for information regarding projects where the 
group is not directly related to energy (e.g. food, transport, arts) 

When to apply? 
We can accept applications at any time up to the closing date on the 8 August 2016 and will 
be looking at applications as they come in. We will hold a decision panel 4 weeks after the 
closing date. 

How to apply? 
You will need to complete an application form. You can apply online at 
https://ukcf.secure.force.com/forms/QuartetCF/BristolCommunityEnergy. Alternatively, 
you can request a hard copy or Microsoft Word version of the application form by 
contacting our office. As well as the completed application form you will also need to 
provide the following: 

• A constitution/governing document/set of rules that sets out the purpose of your 
organisation and how it is managed (and of any sponsor organisation) 

• The contact details of at least 3 members of your management committee/board of 
trustees/board of directors 

• A copy of your most recent annual accounts or financial records that show your 
organisation’s balance of funds, income and expenditure. If you do not have financial 
records that cover a full year, then you will need to provide the records you currently 
have 

http://bit.ly/1XCnnOB
https://ukcf.secure.force.com/forms/QuartetCF/BristolCommunityEnergy
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• A safeguarding policy if your organisation works directly with children or vulnerable 
adults 

• Please note, that on confirmation of success of receiving funding, you will need to 
provide: Evidence of a bank account of the organisation. The bank account must 
have at least 2 signatories. Alternatively, if you belong to a small organisation that 
does not have a bank account another charitable organisation can look after the 
funds for you, but you must provide written authorisation from the organisation that 
will do this 

• Please note, that on confirmation of success of receiving funding, you may be asked 
to provide: The contact details of a referee. The referee should know the work of the 
applicant organisation in a professional capacity but not be directly involved in this 
work 

What will happen next? 
Once we have received your application (including all supporting documents) it will be 
assessed by a member of staff. They may contact you for further information. The 
application will then go to a panel for a decision. The panel will be examining the following 
elements of the application: whether it aids fuel poverty, whether it encourages renewable 
generation projects, whether it saves CO2 via for example an energy efficiency measure, 
whether the project is innovative, whether it represents value for money, whether the 
project comes from an community led or partnership and finally whether the project has 
little access to other funding.  

You will be notified of the outcome within 4-5 weeks of the closing date of the application. 

Monitoring and evaluation 
At an appropriate time, after the grant has been paid we will send you a grant monitoring 
report form. This form asks you for details of how the grant was spent and what was 
achieved. It will ask you to record equivalent carbon dioxide savings if appropriate and 
energy generated, again, if appropriate. 

Data protection 
Quartet Community Foundation and Bristol City Council will use the personal data provided 
on the application form to process your application and to monitor the project. In limited 
circumstances, we may be required to release information, including personal data and 
commercial information, on request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. However, 
we will not permit any unwarranted breach of confidentiality nor will we act in 
contravention of our obligations under the Data Protection Act 1998. Disclosure to other 
parties: We may need to share your information with our service providers, associated 
organisations and agents for the purposes of assessment or seeking additional support and 
help for you. If you feel that any other information about your application or project should 
not be made publically available, please contact us to discuss this. 
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More information 

Quartet Community Foundation 

If you need more information or wish to discuss filling out your application before you 
apply, please contact: Andrew O’Sullivan at Quartet Community Foundation– 0117 989 7700 
– applications@quartetcf.org.uk  

Quartet Community Foundation, Royal Oak House, Royal Oak Avenue, Bristol BS1 4GB 

Bristol Energy Network 

If you would like support developing your project ideas, please contact Thando Harney, the 
Community Outreach Officer at the Bristol Energy Network, who will be able to arrange a 
face to face visit, phone call, email. Please contact thando@bristolenergynetwork.org  
07871 791 662. 

Bristol City Council is working in partnership with: 
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